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Consequently  crowds of visitors flocked  to  Mount

Adams.    Nothing  can   interfere  with   astronomical

routine work   more   than  the  presence of  visitors,

But Mitchel kept his pledge, and was always ready

to show the wonders of the heavens to all who came,

In order to increase his income and at the same

time to add to his efforts to awaken an interest in

astronomical science, Professor Mitchel established

the "Sidereal  Messenger," a periodical devoted to

astronomical items of interest to both, professional

astronomers and the people.     It was  undoubtedly

the first journal of that description ever published

in America.    In the first issue of the second year

Mitchel speaks of his multifarious duties, begging its

subscribers not to view his journal too critically.

During part of this year every afternoon  and evening
in the week, except Monday, were devoted  to the recep-
tion of members of the society and other visitors to  the
institution.    Although this regulation has been so modified
that three  evenings  in   the  week   are  now   reserved for
scientific purposes, I am still liable to constant interruption.
Daring the latter part of the year a large portion of my
time has been absorbed in the  erection of a transit circle
room and improving the grounds.     Two months were de-
voted to military duties  connected  with   an  appointment
from the governor of Ohio, which I could not well decline.1
Add to this fact that I am prosecuting a series of  observa-
tions on double stars, clusters, and  nebulas, and  the gener-
ous  critic  may look with  an   eye  less  severe  upon   the
defects of matter and manner which he has thus far de-
tected in the conduct of this journal.

1 When the war opened with Mexico a family of young- children
had sprang up about Professor Mitchel. His observatory had but
recently been completed, and he did not sympathize with the objects
of the war. These considerations kept him out of the service. How-
ever, he accepted the position of adjutant-general-on the staff of the
governor of Ohio, aud was largely interested in the work of prepar-
ing troops for the field.t man. flooring, roofing, painting,emember
